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Exploring Poets of Today

Shel Silverstein

Jac
k Prelutsky
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Roald Dahl

T.S. Eliot

Edgar Allen Poe

Langston Hughes
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Will the REAL 
Shel Silverstein 
please identify 
yourself?
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Background
• Born: September 25, 1932
• Grew up in Chicago, Illinois
• One younger sister ­­­­­ name?
• Atypical teen
• No ball playing!
• No girls!

Some things about Silverstein:

Getting Started
• 12­14 yrs started drawing
• Working when girls took notice
• SCRAM!
• 21 yrs ­­ aspiring cartoonist
• DRAFTED into Army 1952
• 22 yrs ­­ assigned "Stars & Stripes"
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• Incorporated humor into paper
• Poked fun at the military
• BIG NO­NO!
• Korean hills hideout
• Near court martial ­­ trial by military
• Continuous close eye on Shel

Military Life:

April 1, 1953
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• Married
• Two children
• Divorced
• Ex­wife died suddenly
• Daughter died at 11 yrs. old

(Shoshanna & Matthew)

Family Life:

Susan Silverstein

?
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1st Book
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Famous
Titles

Book #2

Over 18,000,000 copies sold!
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More 
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Titles
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Translated into 20 different languages
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Ickle Me, Pickle Me, Tickle Me, Too Ickle Me, Pickle Me, Tickle Me too
Went for a ride in a flying shoe.
"Hooray!"
"What fun!"
"It's time we flew!"
Said Ickle Me, Pickle Me, Tickle Me too.

Ickle was captain, and Pickle was crew
And Tickle served coffee and mulligan stew
As higher
And higher
And higher they flew,
Ickle Me, Pickle Me, Tickle Me too.

Ickle Me, Pickle Me, Tickle Me too,
Over the sun and beyond the blue.
"Hold on!"
"Stay in!"
"I hope we do!"
Cried Ickle Me, Pickle Me, Tickle Me too.

Ickle Me, Pickle Me, Tickle too
Never returned to the world they knew,
And nobody
Knows what's
Happened to
Dear Ickle Me, Pickle Me, Tickle Me too.
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Crocodile's Toothache

24­1:38
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Jumping Rope

This started out as a
     jumping rope

You'd prob'ly think that
     I'm a dope

And now I fear there is
     no hope

But this started out as a
     jumping rope.
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Unicorn Song by "Uncle Shel"

http://www.shelsilverstein.com/play.asp

http://www.shelsilverstein.com/play.asp
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"I know a way to stay friends forever, 
There's really nothing to it, 
I tell you what to do, 
And you do it." 

"I will not play tug o' war. 
I'd rather play hug o' war. 
Where everyone hugs instead of tugs, 
Where everyone giggles and rolls on the rug, 
Where everyone kisses, and everyone grins, 
and everyone cuddles, and everyone wins."

Famous Last Words

Mar 6­7:44 PM

Shel Silverstein....
• passed away May 10, 1999
• at his home in Key West, Florida
• buried next to his parents in Chicago, IL
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Will the REAL Jack Prelutsky please identify yourself?
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Background

• Born: September 8, 1940

• Grew up in Brooklyn, New York

• One younger brother

• Lived in 6 story apartment bldg.

• NY public schools

• Attended H.S. of Music and Art

• Hunter College in Manhattan

H.S. of Music & Art

Hunter College
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• Bus boy
• Coal shoveler
• Furniture mover
• Cab driver
• Folk singer
• Piano mover, etc...

ODD JOBS:

• Lived illegally
• Evicted from commercial loft
• Connected with publisher
• Great poems, CRUDDY drawings!
• Wrote 6 poems for book deal
     JUST in time!

LIVING CONDITIONS:
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• Created poetry from unfinished 
manuscript of Dr. Seuss
• ALWAYS carries notebook & 2 pens
• A compulsive note­taker
• Careful not to be condescending to his 
audience
• Big words in funny ways for laughs
• Illustrations by James Stevenson

• HATED poetry in school!
• Equated it to liver
• Enjoyed drawing, but STUNK at it
• Beaten up for writing poetry
• Poetry hazardous to his health
• Spent months on drawings 
• Hours on poems

Poetry in the Beginning
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ENT

S: • Married since 1979

• Wife Carolyn

• Lives in Seattle, Washington

• No children

• 24 yrs old ­­Published 1st book

• Enjoys photography, creating 

games, collages & carpentry

Life Today:
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Jack Prelutsky 
Booklist
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Jack Prelutsky 
Booklist Cont.
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Bleezer's Ice Cream
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